The JUDGMENT of 


Sir Orlando Brideman; 

Declared in his CHARGE tothe JURY atthe Ar- 
raignment of the Twenty nine Regrcides ( the Murtherers 
of King CHARLES theFirſt, of moſt Glorious Me- 
mory ) began at Hiks-Hall on Tueſday the Ninth of 


Oober 1560 , and continued at the S-Fons-Houſe in the 
014-Baily, until Friday the Ninteenth of the ſame Month. 


Theſe are the very Words of Sir Orlando Bridgman , þ. 10. i» the Book of the T gals. 


Muſt deliver for plain and true Law ,, That no Authority , no Single Perſon, no Community of Per- 

Sons , not the People Coliclrvely , or Repreſentatively, have any Coercive Power over the K ing of Eng- 

land ; and | donor ſpeak mine own ſenſe, bur the words of the Laws unto you. - 

It was the Treaſon of the 5pencers in King Edward the Secn.d's time, in Calvin's Caſe, inthe 

7th Report , The Spencers had an pinion, That all Homage and A legearce was due to the King by 

reaſon of the Crown, as they calledit ; and thereupon (ſay the Books 1nd Records) they drew out this 

E xecrable Inference (among others) That if the King d14 not d:-m:an himſelf accordens to Kizht , becauſe he 
conld not be reformed by Law , he might per Aſpertce , that i. by ſh irp Impriſonment, 

Bur this was adjudged Horrid Trea/oz by Two Acts of Parliament. | Ler me tell you what our Law 

Books ſay , for there is the ground , our of which (and the Srarutes together) we maſt draw all 1#r Conclu- 

ſions for Matter of Government, How do they ſtile the King? They call himthe L:eutenant of God . and 

many other Expreſſions. In the Book of x Hen. 7. favs thar Book there , The Kin, « Jmmedeare from 

God, andha'h no Superioz, The Statute ſays , That the Crown of England & immed:aitly ſub;ta& to 

God and conoother Power. The King, ſays our Books, He is not only Capst Popul: , the Head of the 

People , but Cepur Kerpublice, the Head of the Common-wealth , the Three Eſtates, And truly thus our 


Statures _ very fully, Comman Expericnce tells you when we ſpeak of the King , and fo the Sta- 


eutes of Edward the Third , we call the King, Owr Sovereign Lord the King. Sovereign, that is, Supream, 
And when the Lords and Commons in Parliament apply themſelves to the King , they uſe this Expreſſion, 
Pour Lo2ds and Commons , pour faithful Subjects , h4ambly beſeech. 1 do not ſpeak any words of my 
own but the words of the Laws. In che Statute 24 Hen. 8 cap 12, *tis thus expreſt , Whereas by drvers, 
ſundry, old, authemich Hiſtories and Chronicles, it ts mani/eſtl; declared , That this Realm of England « a 
Empire , andſo hath been accepted in the World , governcd by one Supream Head and K nr , baving the Dignity 
and Royal Eſtate of the Imperial Crown, 25 Hen. 8. © 21 there it is theptople ſpeaking of themſ-lves, 
That * do recognize no Superior under Gd but only the Kings Grace. Gentlcmen, You fee if the King be 
immediate under God , hederives his Authority from no body elſe ; if the King have an Impcri:1 Puwer, 
if the King be Head of the Common-wealth , Head of the Body Politick.; if che Body Politick owe him 
obedience , truly I think it is an undenied conſequence, He mult needs be Superior ov:r them, Lhe Imperi- 
al Crownis a word that is ſignificative, you ſhall find in all Statures, x El:z. and x Jacobs, nay even in the 
AR of Judicial Proceedings of this Parliament it is called an /mperial Crown. They that take the Oaths 
of Allegeance and Supremacy , they (wear , That they will rotheir power, aſſiſt and defend all FuriſaiFions, 
Prwviledges, Prebeminencies, and Anthoritics granted or belonging tothe King , hi: Heirs and Succefſors, or an- 
nexed to the Imperial Crown of this Realm, What is an — Crows? That , which as to the Coerfive 
part, /: ſubjct to no than nuder God , is not ſubj'& to any Humane Tribunal or Tudicaiure whatſoever. - ;: 
Gentlemen, Since this is ſo, conſider the Oath of -wpremacy , which moſt men have taken or ſhoul 
take, All Men that enter into the Parliament Houſe , they are expreſly enjoyn'd by Statute to take the 
Oath of Supremacy, | | 
| What ſays that Oach? We ſwear , That the King is the only Supream Governear within this Realm and Do-. 
winions, He is Supream, and the only Supream, and truly if he be Supream , there is neither Major ndr 
Swperior. | | 
as this, toyou , to let you know that the King i” immediately ſubjet to God, and fo is not puniſha- 
bl: by any Perſon. He isthe Supream Head, he is not puniſhable by any Coerfive Power, the Laws provide 
for that , The King can do no wrong ; it s aRnle of Law , it is in our Law Books very frequent. '22 Ed. 4, 
Lord Coke and many others, If he can do nowrong , he cannot be puniſhed for any wrong, The King hath 
the infirmities and weakneſs of a man, but he cannot do any injury , at leaſt not conſiderable in perſon. 
He muſt doit by Miniſters, Agents, and Inſtruments. Now the Law, though it provide for the King yet 
if any of his Miniſters do wrong , though by his Command ; they are puniſhable, He is not tobe touch- 
ed, Toxch not mine Anointed, | | "P 
Thus far that great andeminent Lawyer, afterwards made Lord Keeper of the Great Seal of Eng/aud 
by King Charles the Second of Ever bleſſed Memory. And if hs Judgement be falſe , unto which moſt 
of the Lords of England , atleaſt of the Privy Council, fitting wich him, did aflerr, ſhall not we make 
Martyrs of the King's Kegicides? To be ſure they had hard meaſure, after the Reaſons that were given 
by Mr. Crokand Mir, Seot for what they did , if this were not Lay, 


